
STATUS REPORT: Unanswered questions of the Trinity River Project
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Path of the road 
Will the federal government 

sign off on local efforts to run 

the toll road between the 

levees? Or will the road have to 

be built somewhere else, such 

as along Industrial Boulevard?

Sand 

How big a problem 

is the presence of 

sand near the 

levees? And what’s 

the proper fix?

Toll road ramps 

How to get them 

through or over 

the levees?

Shrubs in pots 

Any landscaping 

plants along the levees 

may have to be placed 

in big containers — 

an expensive and 

not-so-beautiful 

alternative. 

The lakes 

One of three planned 

lakes will have to be 

dug deeper and 

bigger than planned. 

How might that affect 

other amenities?

Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge
Will the sand 

problem delay 

construction of 

approaches to the 

span? 
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Review unknowns 

■ How long will environmental clearance by the Federal 
Highway Administration take? It’s expected by the end of 
2009 or early 2010, but it could take longer.

■ Will the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers deem the toll road 
“in the public interest” as part of the federal Clean Water Act? 
And, more important, will it certify that the project won’t 
weaken the integrity of the Trinity River levees?

■ When will the corps sign off on moving utility transmission 
towers to make way for ramps leading to the first Calatrava 
bridge? TxDOT hopes to have an answer soon.

Cost unknowns 

■ How much will inflation affect the road? Two years ago, 
cost for the preferred route was estimated at $1.3 billion. By 
2014, officials predict, the road will cost $1.8 billion.

■ How much will it cost to make any fixes demanded by the 
corps to protect the levees? Cost estimates to fix problems 
already identified have ranged from $45 million to many 
times that.

■ No matter the final price tag, where will the money come 
from? NTTA already predicts it will cost up to $1 billion more 
than it can borrow to build it.
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